
ORR CITY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING  

 

May 11, 2015 

 

The regularly scheduled meeting of the Orr City Council was held Monday, May 11, 2015, at the 

Orr City Hall. 

 

Mayor Joel Astleford called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Roll call was taken and the Pledge 

of Allegiance was recited. 

 

 Present: Mayor Joel Astleford 

 Councilor: Bruce Black 

 Councilor: Ericka Cote 

 Councilor: Lloyd Scott 

 Councilor: Tom Kennebeck 

 

A moment of silence was observed in memory of Louise Redmond. 

 

Motion by Lloyd Scott, second by Tom Kennebeck, to approve the Consent Agenda consisting 

of:  Minutes of Regular Council Meeting of April 13, 2015; Minutes of the Local Board of 

Appeal and Equalization of April 30, 2015; and expenditures in the amount of $79,509.94.  All 

in favor.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 

Motion by Tom Kennebeck, second by Ericka Cote, to approve a donation from Willow Valley 

Township in the amount of $400.00 to the Orr Ambulance fund.  All in favor.  MOTION 

CARRIED. 

 

Motion by Lloyd Scott, second by Bruce Black, to approve Sandy Wardas’ request for use of the 

hockey shack and tennis court area for the Orr July 3rd Fun Day 5K Walk/Run.  All in favor.  

MOTION CARRIED.   

 

Motion by Bruce Black, second by Lloyd Scott, to approve a building permit for James and 

Dianne Brown to build a 14 x 26’ garage on their property on King Road.  All in favor.  

MOTION CARRIED. 

 

Mayor Astleford read the Cemetery Report for 2014 submitted by Sherrie Lammi.  There were 

three burials in 2014.  Total cost of maintenance for 2014 was $1,641.58. 

 

Discussion was held on whether the Orr City Council should continue to hold Local Board of 

Appeal and Equalization meetings or refer the responsibility to St. Louis County.  The council 

weighed the cost of trainings and compliance requirements with citizen participation.  Motion by 

Lloyd Scott, second by Tom Kennebeck, to let St. Louis County be responsible for the City of 

Orr’s Board of Appeal and Equalization Board Meetings from now on.  All in favor.  MOTION 

CARRIED.  The Clerk was directed to send a letter to the County Auditor informing them of the 

City’s decision to opt out of conducting future board meetings. 



 

Motion by Bruce Black, second by Ericka Cote, to appoint Cheri Carter as the Wellhead 

Protection Plan Manager and to add Elizabeth Cook to the Wellhead Protection Committee.  All 

in favor.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 

Motion by Bruce Black, second by Tom Kennebeck, to authorize the Mayor to request technical 

and financial assistance from the Minnesota Department of Health in identifying an alternate 

source of drinking water contingent on grant funds being available.  All in favor.  MOTION 

CARRIED. 

 

Motion by Tom Kennebeck, second by Lloyd Scott, to approve the FY 2015 Agreement between 

the City of Orr and the St. Louis County Community Development Block Grant Program for the 

Highway 23 Sewer Project.  All in favor.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 

Motion by Bruce Black, second by Ericka Cote, to enter into a lease agreement with Charles 

Nieman, IV, to rent additional storage space at the Orr Regional Airport for $40.00 per month 

commencing May 1, 2015.  All in favor.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 

REPORTS FROM DEPARTMENT HEADS:  

 

Community Library:  Tom Kennebeck reported the library is open for the summer.  He has a sign 

he is willing to loan to the library for use in front of the building showing their hours of 

operation in order to be more visible to the public. 

 

Fire Department:  Mayor Astleford read a report from Fire Chief Dallas Johnson summarizing 

their plans for maintenance and upgrading their equipment.  They will be hosting a pancake 

breakfast at the American Legion on June 13th for the American Bear Association’s 20th 

Anniversary. 

 

Liquor Store:  Manager Charles “Chet” Nieman reported they have most of the glitches worked 

out in the new computer system.   He is still working on quotes for plumbing in the old office for 

an electric fryer.  He has been selling old, unused liquor signs to use toward purchase of an 

electric fryer.  Ericka Cote will work with Chet to set up an Ebay account to sell the remaining 

signs.  Chet was asked to check with an alternate pizza vendor to offer customers more choices 

and to increase sales. 

 

Water and Sewer/Parks:  Maintenance Supervisor Paul Koch informed the council they have 

been busy cleaning up around town now that the snow has melted.  There are approximately 21 

kids enrolled in T-ball this summer.  The council gave their permission for Paul to use the City 

mower to cut the grass on the T-ball field.  Paul has been discussing the on-going drainage issues 

regarding the hill across from the lumber store along Highway 53 with the Minnesota DOT.  He 

dug a temporary trench to facilitate drainage until the DOT can come up with a more permanent 

solution. 

  

Tourist Information Center:  Cheri Carter reported tourist inquiries are starting to pick up.   

 



Ambulance:  Ericka Cote reported the new Stryker Lift has been installed in the old ambulance.   

 

Comments from Council/Visitors:  The Council expressed its appreciation to Louise Redmond 

for her years of service and dedication to the City of Orr. 

 

Motion by Bruce Black, second by Ericka Cote, to adjourn.  All in favor.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

______________________________  ___________________________ 

Joel R. Astleford     Cheri J. Carter 

Mayor       Clerk/Treasurer 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 


