
  ORR CITY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING  

April 10, 2017 

 

The regularly scheduled meeting of the Orr City Council was held Monday, April 10, 2017, at the Orr 

City Hall. 

 

Mayor Joel Astleford called the Meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Roll call was taken and the Pledge of 

Allegiance was recited: 

    

Present: Mayor  Joel Astleford  

    Councilor Tom Kennebeck 

    Councilor  Bruce Black 

  Absent: Councilor  Lloyd Scott 

    Councilor  Ericka Cote 

 

Also present:  Clerk/Treasurer Cheri Carter; Maintenance Supervisor Paul Koch; Liquor Store Manager 

Charles Nieman; Airport Manager Timothy Lilya; Ambulance Director Diana Klakoski; Ambulance 

Finance Officer Jim Gray; and Melissa Roach, The Timberjay. 

 

Item I was added to the Agenda:  Resolution 2017-05 Authorizing the City of Orr to Enter into 

Agreement with Benchmark Engineering for Architectural Engineering and/or Other Professional 

Services for Voyageur ATV Trail System. 

 

Motion by Bruce Black, second by Tom Kennebeck, to approve the Consent Agenda consisting of:  

Minutes of Regular Council Meeting of March 13, 2017; and expenditures in the amount of $60,908.81.  

All in favor.  MOTION CARRIED.  Two (2) Absent.  

 

Motion by Tom Kennebeck, second by Bruce Black, to approve Aflac Insurance for ambulance 

personnel.  The premiums will be deducted from their paychecks.   There will be no cost to the City.  If 

they do not work enough to pay their premium in any given month, their policy will automatically be 

changed to an individual plan.  All in favor.  MOTION CARRIED.  Two (2) Absent. 

 

Motion by Bruce Black, second by Tom Kennebeck, to accept donation from Willow Valley Township 

to the Orr Ambulance Fund.  A letter will be sent thanking them for their generous donation.  All in 

favor.  MOTION CARRIED.  Two (2) Absent. 

 

Motion by Tom Kennebeck, second by Bruce Black, to approve On-Sale and Sunday Liquor License for 

The Willow LLC effective May 1, 2017.  All in favor.  MOTION CARRIED.  Two (2) Absent. 

 

Motion by Bruce Black, second by Tom Kennebeck, to approve city staff attend OSHA/AWAIR safety 

training on April 19, 2017, at the Old City Hall, Orr.  All in favor.  MOTION CARRIED.  Two (2) 

Absent. 

 

Motion by Bruce Black, second by Tom Kennebeck, to update the City of Orr Comprehensive Plan as 

proposed by the ARDC in the amount of $6,070; and to approve Resolution 2017-04 Authorizing City 

of Orr to Make Application to and Accept Funds from IRRRB Comprehensive Plan Grant Program.  

Updating the plan will be contingent on receiving IRRRB grant.     All in favor.  MOTION CARRIED.  

Two (2) Absent. 

 

Maintenance Supervisor Paul Koch reported a section of sewer line of King Road may need to be slip 

lined.  The estimated cost is $4,000.  City staff has contacted the CDBG to assist with an income survey 



to see if we can be eligible for grants.  Surveys will be sent in May’s utility billing.  The Council 

suggested Paul jet the line and re-TV to better evaluate the exact condition of the pipe. 

 

Fire Chief Dallas Johnson submitted two bids to purchase ice rescue equipment.  Motion by Bruce 

Black, second by Tom Kennebeck, to accept the lower bid from Clarey’s Safety Equipment in the 

amount of $1,568.00 for two sets of ice rescue equipment for the Fire Department.   All in favor.  

MOTION CARRIED.  Two (2) Absent. 

 

Airport Manager Timothy Lilya has been able to get the beacon at the airport working, but is not sure 

how long the repairs will hold.  He obtained two quotes from Hali-Brite:  A new beacon for $6,088.20 

and a refurbished beacon for $7,458.00.  There would be a grant available for a portion of the cost.  The 

city’s share would be 20 percent.  Motion by Tom Kennebeck, second by Bruce Black, to approve 

purchase of a new beacon when the old one quits working and to apply for the grant at that time.  All in 

favor.  MOTION CARRIED.  Two (2) Absent. 

 

Motion by Bruce Black, second by Tom Kennebeck, to approve Resolution 2017-05 Authorizing the 

City of Orr to Enter into Agreement with Benchmark Engineering for Architectural, Engineering and/or 

other Professional Services for the Voyageur ATV Trail System.  Resolution contingent on there being 

no cost to the City.  All in favor.  MOTION CARRIED.  Two (2) Absent. 

 

REPORTS FROM DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

     

Liquor Store:  Liquor Store Manager Charles Nieman reported sales for the first quarter of 2017 were 

$10,000 higher than the same time last year.   The transition to Safe Harbor Payment Systems credit card 

processing has been completed.  Chet will be getting quotes for a new security system. 

   

Water and Sewer:  Maintenance Supervisor Paul Koch reported they are doing their usual spring 

cleaning.  They are having problems with a pump at the wastewater plant, and he’s not sure how long 

it’s going to keep working.  Paul requested council permission to purchase a replacement pump from 

Electric Pump for $6,964 now since it takes 12 weeks to receive.  Electric Pump is the only company 

around that makes and repairs these kinds of pumps.  Motion by Bruce Black, second by Tom 

Kennebeck, to approve purchase of a new pump.  All in favor.  MOTION CARRIED.  Two (2) Absent.      

 

Airport:  Airport Manager Timothy Lilya reported there are 2200 gallons of 100LL and 840 gallons of 

Jet A in inventory.  The CIP has been updated to address the purchase of a new plow truck in 2018.  The 

tall grass and brush at the end of the runway has been burned.  Tim thanked Tony Vukelich, John Barto 

Ernie Barto, Maree Barto and Jeremy Wright for their help.   

 

Ambulance:  Ambulance Director Diana Klakoski and Finance Officer Jim Gray reported they should be 

receiving a loaner ambulance the end of this week while the old ambulance is being stripped.  The new 

ambulance should be complete in 7-10 days.  The Ford fleet discount is still active and will be applied to 

the cost of the new ambulance. 

 

Fire Department:  The man door at the Fire Hall needs replacing.  Paul will get some quotes from local 

contractors. 

 

Library:  Tom Kennebeck reported that they are looking for volunteers to staff the library during the 

summer. 

 

Tourist Information Center:  Clerk Cheri Carter reported things are starting to pick up. 

 

Comments from Council/Visitors:  None. 



 

Comments from Mayor:  The application to allow ATV’s on county roads in city limits has been 

approved the county.   

 

The first phase of the grant application to Blandin has been submitted.  WiFi hot spots will be put in the 

ORR Center and Cook Library.  Approximate cost is $2,310.  The City’s match will be 20%.  In-kind 

services can be used for the city match.  Next phase will be planning and scheduling computer and 

internet training.  Community input is requested on topics for training. 

 

A newspaper article that appeared in the April 8th edition of the North Country Free Press was brought 

to the council’s attention.  There were numerous reporting errors regarding who initiated a proposed 

letter from the Cook-Orr Health Care District Board.  Mayor Astleford will send a letter to the editor 

requesting a retraction to correct the misstatements. 

 

Correspondence from Vermilion Township was received too late to be added to the agenda.  They are 

requesting support of legislation that a township maintain their right to vote on joining a special tax 

district.  No action was taken by the council. 

 

Motion by Bruce Black, second by Tom Kennebeck, to adjourn.  All in favor.  MOTION CARRIED.  

Two (2) absent.  Meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

______________________________  ___________________________ 

Joel R. Astleford     Cheri J. Carter 

Mayor       Clerk/Treasurer 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 


