
         

 

  ORR CITY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF PUBLIC HEARING 

OF JULY 12, 2021 

 

A Public Hearing was held on Monday, July 12, 2021, at the Orr Community Center, 4543 Highway 53, 

Orr, Minnesota.   The Public Hearing was called to order at 5:00 p.m.   Roll call was taken and the 

Pledge of Allegiance was recited: 

 

Present: Mayor  Joel Astleford  

    Councilor Tom Kennebeck 

    Councilor  Melissa Wright 

    Councilor Bruce Black 

    Councilor Lloyd Scott 

 

The purpose of the Public Hearing was to solicit public comment and input on a Request for Variances 

from Midwest Mn, LCC, in order to build a Dollar General store at the former site of Wally’s Auto, 

4511 Highway 53, Orr, Minnesota.  The Variances were requested to allow compliance with City of Orr 

Zoning Ordinances as to impervious surface coverage and a proposed parking area for 30 cars.   

 

Dan Hinzmann, of S.E.H., representing Midwest MN LLC, submitted an Application for Building 

Permit, along with the two variances on June 9, 2021, for consideration by the Orr City Council, which 

are the subject of this Public Hearing.  At the June 14, 2021, council meeting, applicant requested 

council approval as follows:  (1) of the two variances and the Application for Building Permit dependent 

on successful transfer of ownership; (2) watermain relocation, subject to approval of City Engineer; and 

(3) vacating the existing water easement as well as establishment of a new easement subject to the 

approval of the City Engineer and City Attorney.  The council tabled any decisions until a Public 

Hearing could be held and more information obtained. 

 

Dan Hinzmann and Pete Oleszczuk, of Westwind Construction, the proposed owner and developer of 

the site, were present to review plans and answer questions from the council and public for constructing 

a Dollar General Store.  Westwind Construction will own the site and lease it to Dollar General. 

 

Their plans are to clean up and remove debris still on the property, relocate the water main, cap 

unnecessary sewer connections, construct the building and parking lot for 30 vehicles.  The proposed 

impervious surface coverage is approximately 50%.  The former Wally’s Auto, built in the 1950’s, had 

an approximate impervious surface of 61%.  Site drainage will be on the west side of the property with 

drainage swales diverting run off to the MnDOT drainage ditch.  The sediment will be filtered by the 

swales before entering the lake to protect Pelican Lake. 

 

Tony Norman was present and owns the property around the north, west and south boundaries of the 

proposed development site.  Tony Norman raised concerns about the adverse effects of water run off and 

light pollution to his property and business.  Tony pointed out the discrepancies for the proposed water 

run off, the slope and location of the swales in comparison to the plans and as stated by the developers at 

the Public Hearing.  He also raised concerns about run off from a 9100 square foot building sending 

contaminants into Pelican Lake. 

 

Dan Hinzmann stated the building will be sloped so water runs to the north side of building and will 

then run into a storm drain.  City Maintenance Paul Koch asked where the storm drain would be located 

in regard to the easement as this was first he heard of a storm drain and did not see it on the plans.  The 



water would go through a pipe toward the west side of the property, through the swales and allow 

sediment and any contaminants to be filtered out before running into Pelican Lake.    

 

Russell Holman, as a local business owner, voiced his concerns that a Dollar General Store was not a 

good fit for the community and would be detrimental to existing businesses, especially in the winter. 

 

Patrick Hoffer asked how they plan to maintain the lakeshore.  It was noted they will have some 

lakeshore ownership, most of which will be governed by the MnDOT easement. 

 

Veronica Holman questioned how the building would be lit and if it would interfere with neighboring 

businesses.  Dan Hinzmann responded the building will not be lit on the north side, and most of the 

lighting will focus on the store front and parking lot.  The lights will be put on timers to go out after the 

store has closed.  

 

City Engineer, Alan Johnson of Benchmark Engineering, and City Maintenance Staff are strongly 

recommending a 15 foot water easement along the entire northern edge of the property, which is the 

industry standard.  This easement is necessary in order to access and maintain the city water main and 

other service connections. The borings conducted by Brauntec indicate significant soil instability on the 

property in the event of a water main break.   An updated easement proposal was received from Dan 

Hinzmann on July 9, 2021, proposing the 15 foot easement be split equally on the north side of the 

property between Westwind Construction and Norman’s.  Tony Norman stated he absolutely would not 

give his consent for any easements on his property.   The Application for Building Permit submitted 

indicated room for a 15 foot easement on the northeast side of the property but only allowed for a 12’3” 

buffer on the northwest side. 

 

Shannon Woodworth, who manages the Dollar General Store in Cook, spoke in favor of the store and 

unique items the store offers to customers that would be available in Orr.  Customers would otherwise 

have to travel to Cook or Virginia to purchase towels, sheets, etc.  She felt a Dollar General Store would 

keep shoppers in Orr.  She stated some of the positive things as store manager that they have been able 

to contribute back to the community.  Keyth Wallin asked how many jobs would be created and whether 

living wages are paid.  There will be 3 full-time jobs and 3 part-time jobs, with wages starting at 

between $11.00 and $12.00 an hour.   

   

Mayor Astleford read into the record two comments received via mail:  One in favor of a Dollar General 

and one opposed to a Dollar General Store in Orr. 

 

There being no further comments from the public or council, motion by Tom Kennebeck, second by 

Lloyd Scott, to adjourn the Public Hearing at 5:42 p.m.  All in favor.  MOTION CARRIED.   

 

The council took a 10 minute recess before calling the Regular Meeting to order. 

 

  

Respectfully submitted,    Attest: 

 

 

___________________________________  __________________________________ 

Joel R. Astleford     Cheri J. Carter 

Mayor       Clerk/Treasurer 

 

 

 

 


