
ORR CITY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

JULY 12, 2021 

 

The regularly scheduled meeting of the Orr City Council was held Monday, July 12, 2021, at the Orr 

Community Center, 4543 Highway 53, Orr. 

 

Mayor Joel Astleford called the meeting to order at 5:55 p.m.    

 

  Present: Mayor   Joel Astleford 

    Councilperson  Melissa Wright 

    Councilperson  Bruce Black 

    Councilperson  Lloyd Scott 

    Councilperson  Tom Kennebeck 

 

Also present: Clerk/Treasurer, Cheri Carter; Maintenance Supervisor, Paul Koch; Assistant 

Maintenance, Rocky Hoffman; Deputy Clerk, Laura Manai; Ambulance Personnel Donna Hoffer, Bill 

Hoffer and Patrick Hoffer; Tony Norman; Alan Johnson, Benchmark Engineering, Peter Oleszczuk, Dan 

Hinzmann, S.E.H.; Amy Shuster, Cook News-Herald; and David Colburn, Timberjay 

 

Motion by Bruce Black, second by Melissa Wright, to approve Consent Agenda consisting of Minutes 

of Regular Meeting of June 14, 2021, and expenditures in the amount of $245,666.11.  All in favor.  

MOTION CARRIED. 

 

A Public Hearing was conducted prior to the council meeting to gather more information and to hear 

public comment on proposed variances and the proposed Dollar General project.  Dan Hinzmann, of 

S.E.H. on behalf of Midwest MN, LLC, submitted two variance requests and an Application for a 

Building Permit on June 9, 2021, for consideration by the City Council at the June 14, 2021, Regular 

Meeting.  The store would be located on the former Wally’s Auto site.  The variances were for 

impervious surface area and parking spaces to comply with the City of Orr Zoning Ordinances.  An 

updated site plan was submitted to the city on July 9, 2021, showing a shared 15 foot waterline easement 

between Dollar General and Norman’s, with each property having a 7.5’ easement.  They are proposing 

a 9100 square foot building with 30 parking spaces.  The Building Permit also proposes relocating the 

watermain, subject to approval by the city engineer, and vacation of the existing water easement and 

establishment of a new easement.  There is also a MnDOT easement on the property for a drainage 

ditch.  The property is still owned by the Mankus’.  Tony Norman said he absolutely will not give 

permission for 7.5’ easement on his property. 

 

Tom Kennebeck noted they still needed to have a plan in place for a 15 foot water main easement.  

Motion by Bruce Black, second by Lloyd Scott, to deny the Application for Building Permit and 

variances until necessary watermain easements are secured and the water run off can be satisfactorily 

addressed in order to not adversely affect adjacent property owners.  Voting in favor:  B. Black, and L. 

Scott.  Opposed:  T. Kennebeck.  Abstain:  M. Wright.  MOTION CARRIED.  Pete Oleszczuk, of 

Midwest MN, LLC, stated they would likely appeal.  Mayor Astleford said they are more than welcome 

to appeal or reapply once they have assurances they can obtain the necessary waterline easements and 

address storm water run off.   Dan Hinzmann and Peter Oleszczuk left the meeting at this time. 

 

Bids were solicited for a new ambulance and two bids were received.     The bid opening was July 7, 

2021, at 2:30 at the Orr City Hall.  Present were Patrick Hoffer, Oneka Wilkderson, Bruce Black, Tom 

Kennebeck, Cheri Carter and Laura Manai. 

 



 North Central Emergency Vehicles  $222,940.00 

 Braun Northwest    $235,743.00 

 

After review of the bids received, it was determined the bid from North Central Ambulance was not in 

compliance with the bid specifications.  Patrick provided the council with a detailed list of specifications 

not met by North Central Ambulance and recommended approval of the higher bid from Braun 

Northwest.  Motion by Bruce Black, second by Tom Kennebeck, to approve the bid submitted by Braun 

Northwest.  All in favor.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 

Motion by Tom Kennebeck, second by Lloyd Scott, to approve gambling permit for American Legion 

Post 480 to conduct its 52-Club Raffle.  All in favor.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 

Motion by Bruce Black, second by Melissa Wright, to approve transfer of $193.60 from the Liquor 

Store Fund checking account to the ATM account with Park State Bank to cover monthly service 

charges.  All in favor.  MOTION CARRIED.  

 

City Auditor Bonnie Sterle reviewed the 2020 city audit with Mayor Joel Astleford, Tom Kennebeck 

and city staff on June 29, 2021.  The city maintained its policy off having 3.8 months of operating cash 

on hand.  The city received a qualified opinion due to GASB 68 reporting standards associated with 

PERA and the Fire Relief Association.  To receive an unqualified opinion, the city would have to hire a 

consultant to conduct an actuarial study.  It does not affect the city’s ability to receive revenue or grants 

from any funding sources.  It was noted the City continues to struggle with fully funding depreciation.  

Motion by Tom Kennebeck, second by Lloyd Scott, to accept the 2020 audit and to not conduct an 

actuarial study.  All in favor.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 

Motion by Lloyd Scott, second by Tom Kennebeck, to accept $200.00 donations each to the Orr 

Volunteer Ambulance and Fire Departments from the family of Graham Grilley.  All in favor.  

MOTION CARRIED. 

 

Motion by Melisa Wright, second by Tom Kennebeck, to approve Certificate of Support for City of 

Virginia for their application to the USDA for financial assistance for a regional Virginia Public Safety 

Center.  All in favor.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 

Motion by Melissa Wright, second by Tom Kennebeck, to approve State of Minnesota Airports Fund 

Grant Agreement and Resolution 2021-07 Authorizing the City of Orr to Execute MnDOT Grant 

Agreement for Airport Improvement Excluding Land Acquisition.  All in favor.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 

Motion by Bruce Black, second by Lloyd Scott, to approve Notice of Award, Agreement Between 

Owner and Contractor, and Safety Plan Compliance Document with Asphalt Surface Technologies 

Corporation for the Airport Pavement Crack Sealing and Sealcoating project.  It was noted the correct 

contract amount is $145,784.67 and not $142,754.67 as stated in the bid.  Cole Miller, RLK 

Engineering, stated Asphalt Surface made mathematical errors in their bid.  All in favor.  MOTION 

CARRIED. 

 

Motion by Tom Kennebeck, second by Lloyd Scott, to approve Agreement between City of Orr and 

Nelson-Collie Electric to install the new beacon at the Orr Regional Airport.  All in favor.  MOTION 

CARRIED.  The beacon has been installed but it was discovered during installation there is no electric 

power to the beacon.  Joel will use his locator and try to locate where the problem is.   

 

 

 



REPORTS FROM DEPARTMENT HEADS 

 

Liquor Store:   Liquor Store Charles “Chet” Nieman was not present for the meeting.  A report was 

submitted showing sales were down this June compared to last June.  The Liquor Store Committee 

agreed to give a Tyae Pattenn a raise equivalent to $1.30 an hour to keep up with industry standards. 

 

Water and Wastewater:  Maintenance Supervisor Paul Koch said he will be sending in bio-solid and soil 

samples this week.  The Moose Lake lift station quit working and needed a new float tower installed 

with assistance from Jeff Purdy Electric.  Viita’s will be repairing the wash outs on Hillcrest Drive and 

the Klakoski’s yard from digging that was done last year.  Dennis and Ericka Cote have given the City 

written permission to dig a small ditch on their property to divert water run off to an existing ditch 

instead of down the hill.  This will help alleviate some of the wash outs that occur on Hillcrest Drive 

after heavy rains.  

 

Airport:  Airport Manager Rocky Hoffman reported an inventory of 166 gallons of Jet A and 2,114 

gallons of 100LL.  He corrected the amount of 100LL reported at the June meeting.  It should have been 

3,005 gallons instead of 4,751.  He has ordered an additional 2,000 gallons of Jet A to be delivered this 

week.  The fire suppression crew hired by the DNR have been flying a lot due to drought conditions.  

Overall air traffic is increasing. 

 

Ambulance:  Ambulance Director Donna Hoffer stated they had 13 runs in June and have one new 

volunteer.  The Orr Ambulance and Fire Departments received preliminary approval from the federal 

government for a $5 million grant for a new emergency response building.  

 

Fire Dept:  No report - Dallas Johnson was not present.  Patrick Hoffer reported Dallas Johnson has 

submitted his resignation and they will be voting on a new fire chief at their July 26th meeting. 

 

Tourist Information Center:  Feedback from the new Bog Walk has been 100% positive. 

Comments from visitors:  None 

Comments from Mayor/Council:    Melissa thanked all the volunteers who planned and worked to make 

the 3rd of July celebration a success.  The events were well attended. 

 

The council took a 10 minute break and then conducted annual employee evaluations for full-time 

employees. 

Laura Manai requested an open evaluation and received a favorable evaluation.  Melissa commented she 

liked the city presence on Facebook that Laura maintains. 

Cheri and Paul each requested closed evaluations. 

Rocky requested an open evaluation. 

Tyae and Chet will be evaluated at the August Regular Council Meeting.   

 

There being no further business before the Council, motion by Bruce Black, second by Melissa Wright, 

to adjourn. All in favor. MOTION CARRIED.   

Meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

________________________________  ___________________________ 

Joel R. Astleford, Mayor    Cheri Carter, Clerk/Treasurer 


